
2A SBCCC 400.8 Instructional Program 

(a) Schools shall not publish in their catalogs courses which they have not been licensed to offer.  

When a school is licensed to offer a course or program and enrolls students in the course or 

program, the school shall maintain sufficient and qualified faculty to teach all subjects required 

for completing the course or program during the time stipulated in the school's bulletin as the 

required time to complete the course or program and classes shall be scheduled so that the 

students will be able to receive instruction in all subjects for the number of instructional hours 

as advertised in the school's bulletin under which the students enrolled.  When a school 

previously licensed to offer a course or program fails to maintain the qualifications for 

continuing the course or program, the course or program shall be removed from the catalog or 

stamped "not offered." 

(b) The number of curriculum programs offered by a school shall be realistic in relationship to 

faculty employed and students enrolled.  As a general rule, the number of curriculum programs 

offered shall not exceed the number of faculty employed on a full-time basis. 

(c) The school shall establish its calendar one calendar year in advance and give full information 

to prospective and enrolled students about holidays; beginning and ending dates of each term 

and other important dates. 

(d) Schools may measure instruction on a clock-hour or credit-hour basis.  The catalog shall 

provide a clear definition of the method used.  The school catalog shall show the number of 

clock hours or credit hours for each subject offered and the minimum clock hours or credit 

hours a student shall carry for full-time enrollment.  Courses offered on a credit-hour basis 

shall show class hours, laboratory hours, and credit hours. 

(e) The ratio between student and instructor shall be reasonable at all times and in keeping with 

generally accepted delivery modes, including technology and course content. 

(f) Class period shall permit a minimum of 50 minutes net instruction.  Class shall not be 

scheduled for more than two consecutive class periods without a break. 

(g) Certificates and diplomas shall be issued only upon successful completion of a standard 

program of study. 

(h) Students enrolled in diploma or certificate programs shall not be enrolled except at the 

beginning of each term or within the drop/add period which shall not exceed 10 percent of a 



semester course or 25 percent of quarters or clock hour courses.  This provision is not 

applicable to classes offered on a multi-entry basis. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 115D-89; 115D-90; 

Eff. September 1, 1993; 

Amended Eff. August 1, 2014; December 1, 2004. 
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